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NATIVE VEGETATION — PRESCRIBED BURNS 

130. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Minister for Environment: 

With regard to the management of native vegetation, what is the average number of years between prescribed 
burns that the Department of Environment and Conservation aims to achieve in jarrah forest, karri forest, 
wandoo forest or woodland and coastal heath?  

Hon DONNA FARAGHER replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Department of Environment and Conservation develops 
and maintains an indicative three-year burn plan that is revised twice a year to accommodate prescribed burning 
achievements and the occurrence of bushfires. The prescribed burn program is aimed at maintaining a mosaic of 
fire ages and habitat diversity across the landscape to ensure the conservation of biodiversity. The program is 
also aimed at strategically managing the distribution of fuel quantity across the landscape to minimise the size 
and intensity of bushfires. There are also locations in the landscape that are broadly representative of the 
ecosystems in which they occur that are actively protected from fire so that they remain as long unburnt areas 
that are useful in the study of fire ecology. 

The estimated current distribution of fuel ages in each of the forest types in the South West is set out as follows. 
The current estimate of the number of years between prescribed burns across all vegetation types in the South 
West region is 13 years. These burning intervals vary depending on the vegetation type and are determined on a 
case-by-case basis. For example, jarrah forest that contains mining rehabilitation or jarrah regrowth stands is not 
burnt for at least 10 years after seedlings are established, and karri forest that contains areas of regrowth is not 
resilient to prescribed fire until it is greater than 25 years old.  
 


